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. flushed and angry, she added, “But, surely you | %f ber thoughts, the identical” woma 
de not attribute any importanes to suoh ir eidvats | geudiug in the middfe of. thie Inne 
‘or allow, euob: triviel matters ‘to “taur your lap: 
Pinces, or eduse digd-neion,” * 
« Mar my happiness! No—tho’ iden of such 
a thing!’ she oried dorisively, and: then added 
rather eagerly." bat bas he aver «pokeén aboot 
spoken, well, ondearingly 1 you—bax he 2” 
Phero was a demure gmily.ubowt  Dore’y lips 
hen she answerod—" |” Says 
“No, dear, and if bo bal, ’should hare pro- 
bably forgotten abont it era this, it. wonld not 


, bo, to me, & pleasant thing to, romombor, ‘Bat 


~—-—e-- these, words she burat, into an, 


_ 1. mirable 6] 


"from me for ever and—". fi 


+ sont and went towards the honsp; whera ale waa] 


in-fatore I hope yon will.endeayoar to be near 

ua when we happento come’ together or. engage 
ie than pene Dora,” she:‘asid ‘| darvitied most: people in. : 

Wy nk. you, Dora,” sh id sti | tervitied most- people in. a. ‘ai t jo a8 

ot wish to pry.” io any of serameloally Dora; ‘nud. thay wonld hava’ sought. safety: in 

* or hts vither!” — « HEM 4 jnimadiate flight: | With ‘her :it:-was diferent, 

+ Whatdo you moan, May P” She, pitied’: this “.paor.:. creatire, © :whooyer 

“Oh, nothing muoh.” °" soe , | she was. and throwgh: this pity: her ‘tiorves: xe, 
“Well, you oortainly do tay some strange mained unshaken.’. At tho sane time slic date 

things,” remarked Dora; in'what manner have 

I proyoked you P” eee pars 

" Prosckod nro!" repeated May. I do, not 

caro! Not L—I hate. the man,” ' And with 


yty tears aod-wont |0F COCs 
out o! mmer-howse,. leaving Dora wiono | thought again 


_ ‘and perplexed. . = Above hor the groy folingo wes gontly miving 
Sut she was not loft to herself’ vary Yong’ fo. and rustling; and thes» oot porfume from tie 
Stone, who bad beea asilopt: witness to nll that |0%8 fvlde, “mingling with “the -fragraace of 
had transpired, ‘emerged fromthe ‘bushes and | tlicate fowers, stole. over her sanses- wit in- 
@ Appeared on, tho xo-ne. feigning much surprise 
aud pleasure ut soving’ Dora a 
‘ Deur Stiss Evans.” he began, looking ‘even 
mare surprised and ash eonvorned, “ peay.tell 
at catses you to tovk fo. uoha) : 
~ bo of any help yes ” ee ee 1 
CP hink yon—no. Me's 2a Hae 
happy when alone,” Bache Sho had bien walking for some time and had 
 Btono thought thut it. was andeubtedly an ad. traversed &. considerable ‘distance :wheu she was 
i Pportunity for bim to express. few of.| 8752, enddenly disturbod from hor. reverie by, 
. his supposed eontiments—an opportunity rarely the" konnd of yoices, Looking: np sha-say, at 
found and not to be lost through any fuuit'of-his, {20 gevat’ distanoa, what uppoared to be x gipsy 
So, humbly proffering apologivs ‘for intrasion, |®@cumpment.. Ahead af" her were ~ several 
ho casually took a seat nour tho entranos of the | Covered oar{s, and near these a. nambor of cen 
* summer-hoase and commenced tho attuck atonce, aud woinen wes sitting rouad a ev over which, 
“fearing w surprise {rom Nose.or May...” suspended from a tripod, there hung: a large 
“ What'a preity neat this is, to be snve.” ho,| Pot thut ovidently contained their evening’ mogl. 
+ said, rogardiny the ana-tinited creeperd, “I could |, Dora, thinking that igr presency was ‘not 
always be happy here—” ~~ fdeleclud, hastily. turned to retrace her ateps, but 
“You must be of s very coutented digsosition | ¥49 immodiated sonfronted by an old..woman 
and warm tomperainent,” suid she with a touch | Whose lean tawny faow veith “parchment skin was 
of irony that was fordign to har; “Lor you would | truly witohlike; and, 4g tho, uustindy® roys.of 
find it tathor cold in wintor,” ge light: flickered: over: ber” withered : form,.” ber. 
,“"T think thot I could ba ecntented arid happy | frreteyes gloamed from their deop sodkets with 
im ‘the most cluded and isolated, abode,” be | evaricioua. and orafty:lustro,: Perbapa if, this 
wont, on, barring bor way- ni the: 
» isolated ahode if—if 1 Lad=auch . | Madious. Moleficdrum: was. in \forvo” she. would 
‘panion aa! you. ‘to brighton my life’ will :yuur | bese been tried and speedily oxocated for boin 
cheerful ways,” _ wees : woo | gonoerned with the“ arch-devil ” i ‘all enisohiel 
““Lndoodl”. Dora responded, With the shadow |’ ‘Seeing that hor flight was -barred, Dora. drew 
of a amilo'aa sho looked ut hits and Liked’ him | herssif up end, in ‘spite of her. apprehansion, 
none the batter: for his hoviod words, porhaps ondenyoured tosppear cilm and dtghitied. " 
‘Tought to feal very compli monted, t 
‘He was fooligh enough to.continue— ‘businags that you interfere with me P.” oe 
“ Dear’ Miss Evans, sutely, you peresire ~ pati |._,"Tho old bag ‘cortorted .. her? features-to-a her. 
ceive how I regard you—bow.I raspsct—how’ I. tible grin alid spoke » faw words'in som» dialect 
evan—even Love you?” . . | of the:Romany ‘Techib.’, Vhen looring into Dora's 
Ste did not ossay to; npeak, sho merely “Bxed | face in a sorutinising manner, and pointing to a 
her oyed on him, bore the insult, and allowed lini | stream of water that ran oloip by, sho. epoko'in a 
~ to praceed. : : % “| weitd, broken voiee, : 
ae do nat,” bo continued “rathar.impo- 
tuously, ‘ask yonto at. oncé recipracate. my’ 
devotion ; no, Miss “Evans-no, Dora, T’am:uot 
selfish ; my dovotion is vaboinded.. onduring-—-- 
Tan wait—yes, I can wait; but give: me some | b 
Hittlo siga of hope to gladden ‘my tife, which:hus 
boon uo devoid of trnoplengure ‘ond: happiueus 
since —’ ‘ Pe eeraCe: es 4 Let me pasa, 
* Here Dora's :lipa parted a little and her face} ."]-say unto thea, 
grow more atern and pale : bit she did siot speak. who vame closer and ‘each time raised her shri 
“ Binos my: first chotished.one waa—was turn } voice louder. 2°. > Reon re 
‘ wet “ Stand: aside jis it: monéy- you want. 
“Tthink you have said: enough, Mi) :Stons ; | Dora, who was beginning to foal al rmed. 
flow mo to- pass, shosnid, rising und: confrout Zola is:here!”, was the only responso,." ¥' 
jog bir os he, sceing that he had: wade a blunder, | have oroased ber path, foir |edy-—soo' antd theo 
‘a mlsoaloulation, tricd-to porsnade hor'to remain Jif ye.hood not |." fi 
7 Wn Tigten to his soft words: He wag even going |: At this juncture two! men who. had heard thé 
ta Isy his hand.on ber aray to gently detain ber inir “seat.at the 
when he turned deathly.pale, and trdmbled with 8. boat 
terror, . For wudddnly s.3trange “womin ‘closely| to 
veiled and in ‘deep ‘monrning stepped slowly ont. 
from the shadow of tha’ aud paased for.a 
moment in front of tho sumimer-Lonse; ‘pointing 


pL ao rarely, un: 


to Stone with lean. tapering fingers. 
Handa off, ‘ba-e © villain!” « gua -Titerally 0 

d, and then added with s fearfel, maninoal | gasting.in aga,”for, with mady deep oaths, "they 

Ho. ho, the bridegroom !—the murriage | sullouly turned sway. and Dora was-agaiu-sboat 

day ie‘near !" Pees > "| to effect her escape when, g:largo: dog omerged 
‘Chis strange Sure io black then strode away | from the gloom and was:quickly followed by its 
{nto the gloom of the wood, laughing that faur- | master, 20s aa ms, 
ful discordant lough. zs ue _ oa), Phe gentleman, whom Dora at onbe resognised 
» Stono, who now seemed bewildered and: stupofied | a8 Dr: Rennie, came forward and shaking: hands 
with. terror, staggered naide and Dora walked | with hor, mada inquiries -congetning this adve: 


ling than’ 
iM and the bhandsotfie: knight: 
an "a will 


dor betwixt th e-line ‘aud th 
5 Hife‘comes th’ orosy::: Broad is: 
that ye be. of a broad und 
brave epudrit 

Bat-her guest | “Here tha ol 

his. beguiling’; 
hat He-marely entertained 
Mi and rather: 


apart. 

: pny Stor! 
‘#aying, -folt’ “ledy— 
at foe!" 


Yus; in the ‘moat | ld beg had Ived'in the time whon' tho famous |: 


Stoue.” “Tab me pass |” he demanded’ +: what-is your }° 


alent woninn.; an 
cal 


Tought not io have ‘rom, 
10 House”. sha said wi he 
““ Never wind,” -be replied. feuling far’ frou 

atshe had done go, }.T-bardly anticipated 


Bpoak. when’ Dt Rennie: 

ito Aone object that mored. 
Stine,” who “was: 
hig-feotuteps were this 


‘mysteriqns woman in blaok,-already. 
“wenitioned,-who was,so'sncreptitionsly oroudhiag 
and croopiagal bythe side ‘and. y 
{hat there:wassom6 “dark mystery” concarain, 
hese tra parsons. Sans as 
>. Stone suddénly stopped aud throwing his cigar, 
Away, lotk nid startled as. if awakiag: 
from-some°horrible nightmare. -He then gazed 
ouceach’ sido..of tho: way and :straight: uhond,. 
doamingly. unconscious’ that, his mocemoents word 
‘observed; and Doxa and Hier companion ramained 
Wwhord thuy.words-- 5 ap 


der cover 2 
of bbw high bank... Aud Dora“st onde: suspected | h 


his, poux ohild of eorros i He 

ly and with ovident despat 

i i feayd?-be ansvedia solemn 
‘Shear 


pode thing #7 
ehe-will-soon. coms to. 
alminiater, 


aanimity, bat 
arons Dera. 


ri 8 and, at -last,: wi 
the trae spirit of hortio resontwmant,'denolate and: 


» dolorots.-disgrice aud—inssnsate - vengefulness, 
~ had dogged’ bia out: to: 


Wn. Jong: dreadful 
ond tut swivel to hin : ¥ 


dying,’ broken. 


| Hore. was her, a 
‘A fale offs 


=E will roroin hare-an 
re’ ie nd- need :-for.: 
ere, Miss Byani 
so I will bid -yo 
for“your valuati Le e 
His ‘pressed hor: hand.‘and.-she “sped: o 
hor sorrowfal ‘and important: ep: “OE, Fustio 
ahd abroy. Sho: soon aniompned: tha necessity: 
aid;‘in faot, quite ‘a littlo party. ‘of over curious 


and :dwestrock villagors: quickly fathered to: : 


a sleopless night. ..i: 0. - 
‘ho household ‘had already ratired'to. raat; she 


not disturb them, the news’ wonld travel and:|. 


thé: placa’ of .ambusoade,” ‘Tha scene ‘had. not 
obanged ;..the mood svas still shining, the fine 
old troen still stood by the roadsido. (heir foliage 
Jungnidly waving to and fro in the moonlight; 
the “stars still glimmerod above, ‘through . the 
crevices and: drew dull ‘shadows: on: the“ dast 
and all was jeucelut and ‘sad like it was then 
Only ‘Losis' hed: zone, she was’ not ‘there ' now 
to trouble hin with ber founy:-qoquattish ways 
—sho was qnistly slepiag over, ‘there in 6} 

Horasy chureliynrd, where: the clook was‘ stri 
ing’ ten—almost forgotten. “And Claude Evans 

—he was cortainty ly, Asay somewb 

Hapa dead’ nad: bari 
Liugin's Jor+F! stood— 
; a-stained seretch’ who ‘dared ° to 

epicuk of love, ‘and now oaly ‘sulfishly roeretle 
that awful catustrople of which’ 
author: » Be Aes nol at 
Dora. who" hid caught the “ineaaing of thers 
lat three siguificont words" just thore—there {”. 
shaddezad.and: biowaiv “very. agitated, tacning 
deathly. pale,. and: wonld “haves ainted -had-she 
not-for afew moments leaued upon the proffored 
tof hoy kind and gontlo'friead; Dr. Rennie’; 
band, with a desparate: affort; aod by sheer fores 
of. will, pailed hersolt togather. @. than’ fired: 
har eyer'on Stone,“eagerly listening to what he 
said. so inooharent, watching ‘his every 


calm and xerivus, ate 
By this time the :woman ja.black had crept to 
within, a few. foot of whore ho'stood; . bat -he. ‘etill 
‘younined in tho said position ant was qnite un- 
‘aware of Hor-approach. ' anh : 
is vase” wors nojv thawwfully shrill: words that 
seamed ta startle liim-almost out of his sansss..-- 
Turning round ina scared maiuior Ld was aad- 
denly controntal: bythe strange woman whose 
face was now unveiled. REP EAE WO EE 
Ha stoggered. back 8 faw. paces as if stricken 
with -tevroy ont amagamont: nnd thon, collecting, 
hig scatteréd senses; ho ficed hor angrily. \, 
bat‘ brings you bére? what do you, mann, 
3 i mpationtly, as60m+ 
jng-ani air, of, potalant, conedra:”“ Hesvens! you 
‘hei Z att z . 
}<Xt was. ‘no-other' thanpoor Gertrude. Taylor. 
Who addcessed him... a wat 
+3 Hat ba! eho ‘oviod iv hor desporation,” “I 


hos the’, bei 
‘a hollow. 


errar.and dismay; 


‘juést‘of some “we exit, “bat: really 


‘And flien, as the ‘poor: denisnted:viotim of ‘his 


-| base. trewohory..and “deceit ‘yusbed upod.binr-to 


kill 
is, feo 


ta stranger: was “upon him; had | 
fin red-bandei “the I 


mongrel.at bay, then . 
adosperute: hopp of “Yat -0g 
at he alivaye 


poor iwaiba 
S is jaameliate 


. | was.confined in the-same da 


movement with. marked’ -interest, und became | - 


= Ho, bo! tho: bridegroom ; thé: ma inge ‘day: 


¥ : o 
‘taia whether: they were afone abd “uscbserved.} 


t 
5 


-sironlate: fast enough without her turthor help, 
and only Haanah, who hod been” sorely. alirmne 


Ly: 
i} at her young- mis ‘s shsence, was nwoke and 
yeady. ‘at. the ‘door to. admit and rospevt{ully ad: |": 


nonish hor. ‘But. when Dora roluted the terrible 


story, to hor she shook:har: herd “and ramained: |’ 


silent, and for aome time .xeninet.tog ngi, alei Lo 
make any exclamation of roumric thatevis.: * 


Tho: serpint. has. safely ‘dlept,” she-at hist | 


paid, “ elapt (hrough all thise.winters- 


Dora, a “ wOaY pk 

““*Yes, Miss, througb.all these wintors of our 
sorrow; but,maybe he has come cut too Inte this 
time to wind his vila abont 0 innocent body, 
Ler bleas.y’ miss, T oan a 

and what. I’ve beed -a-thiokin’ this foive weeks 
nid more. - That yerpiut-—that pisopons.reptile | 


‘Presé-Olice. 


Terfne 2 
Werthtoss 
ve 


Pri 
nad 
6th: 


* Of cur discoutent and’ sorrow,” interposed. : 


ow what.L. thinks: 


God forgive me for usin: Kuch: words |—that’s : 


beou wriggling noross y path this whilo~aye, it 
has troable? iui sorely |—Knows more thna. poor. 
‘Mister Alt did as how Miss Lueic' 0 
about.” ws : oO as 
~ Stone was takon, undor'an amazed and gapivg. 
‘escort, to Silton look-up;*and,{xtrange to say, 
‘ibe ¢ nd glaomy. dell: 
that his viotimized ‘rival lad “ones oveupied and 
esoxped from,’ and ‘which’ was’ no 
damp ‘and: postilential. than “at; that time. - He 
cat himsolf: down in: baffled rage and: despair on’ 


the same rough. pallet’ apo which Claude: had « 
tossed about in anguish-anil helpleas dusperation. 


‘But there was n6 schoming fellow prisoner dow, 
‘planning his -deliverines, no -ftiend!y hand “to 
lide the huge bolts back: and gnide “lim to the. 
door—no loop-bole.uow, but-mary.oxtra bars. 
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